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The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey 
design, continuous improvement, and data quality

V¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
local statistics on critical planning topics such as age, children, 
veterans, commuting, education, income, and employment

VSurveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of 
Federal government spending each year

VCovers 40+ topics, supports over 300evidence-based Federal 
government uses, and produces 11 billion estimates each year

VKey annual data releases:

V1-year Estimates (for large populations)

V5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

American Community Survey (ACS) Basics



American Community Survey (ACS) & the Census



American Community Survey (ACS) Differences

ACS Census

Purpose Sample estimates Official counts

Collects
Detailed social, economic, 
housing and demographic 

characteristics
Basic demographics

Produces
Population and housing 

characteristics
Population and housing 

totals

New Data Every Year 10 years

Data Reflect Period of time Point in time



American Community Survey (ACS) Data



Availability of ACS Data Products
Period Estimates

* ACS 3-YEAR Estimates were discontinued in 2013



American Community Survey (ACS) Select Geographies



American Community Survey (ACS) Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS)

ÅThe ACS PUMS files enable data users to create custom estimates and tables 
that are not available through ACS pre-tabulated data products.

ÅThe ACS PUMS files are a set of records from individual people or housing 
units, with disclosure protection enabled so that individuals or housing units 
cannot be identified.

ÅThe PUMS represents about two-thirds of the responses collected in the ACS in 
a specific 1-year or 5-year period.

ÅThere are two types of PUMS files, one for persons and one for housing units.



!/{ ¢ŀōǳƭŀǘŜŘ 5ŀǘŀ ǾǎΦ aƛŎǊƻŘŀǘŀΥ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ

data.census.gov
Aggregated tables for a geography:

άLƴ нлмф ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ мнмΣмсл ƳŀƭŜǎ 
worked in computer and 
ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ

Microdata Access Tool (MDAT)
Microdata (a set of edited survey 
responses):

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƭŜ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜō 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΦέ



ACS Tabulated Data and Microdata 

Napa County, California - Working 
Age Population (18 to 64) 
Without a High School Credential

ACS tabulated data:  12,158
ACS microdata:  11,578


