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American Community Survey (ACS) Basics

13123013

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of sun (D) American C T
design, continuous improvement, and data quality VG meAmeriean Tommunity Survey

This booklet shows the
content of the

American Community Survey
questionnaire.

VEKS YyIFOA2YQa Y240 OdzNNByYy (O N
local statistics on critical planning topics such as age, children,

veterans, commuting, education, income, and employment e  Oomdre
N . . . . Complete thisofirm and mail it . I:l I:l
V Surveys3.5 millionaddresses and informs ov8675 billionof SRR

.~ Census Bure:
This form asks for information about the \ Last Name
people whao are living or staying at the - ‘

Federal government spending each year

2&”?:‘33%?2‘;22";‘&;Z‘q‘;ﬁi'n‘*g“é?_‘e?.iz“‘-“?“’ | ]
V CoversA0+ topics supports oveB00evidencebased Federal
government uses, and producég billionestimates each year

V Key annual data’ releases: Commun ebsite at. Fill out pages 2, 3, and 4 for everyone, including yourself, who is
V 1l-year Estimates (for large populations) i ke

(RN AT
V 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)
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American Community Survey (ACS) & the Census
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" short form & long form
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American Community Survey (ACS) Differences

ACS Census

Purpose Sample estimates Official counts

Detailed social, economic,
Collects housing and demographic Basic demographics
characteristics

Produces Population and housing Population and housing
N characteristics totals
New Data Even Year 10 years
Data Reflect Period of time Point in time
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American Community Survey (ACS) Data

SOCIAL

Ancestry

Citizenship

Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability

Educational Attainment
Fertility

Grandparents
Language

Marital Status
Migration

School Enrollment
Veterans
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POPULATION

DEMOGRAPHIC

Age

Hispanic Origin

Race

Relationship

Sex

ECONOMIC

Class of Worker
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income

Industry & Occupation

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes,
Insurance)

Heating Fuel

Home Value

Occupancy

Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure

Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities

Vehicles

Year Built/ Year Moved In




Avallability of ACS Data Products

Period Estimates

1-Year Estimates

1-Year Supplemental Estimates

3-Year Estimates™

5-Year Estimates

12 months of collected data

Example:
2016 ACS 1-year estimates

Date collected between:
January 1, 2016 and December 31, 20186

12 months of collected data

Example:
2016 ACS 1-year supplemental estimates

Date collected between:
January 1, 2016 and December 31, 20186

38 months of collected data

Example:
2011-2013 ACS 3-year estimates

Date collected between:
January 1, 2011 and December 31, 2013

60 months of collected data

Example:
2012-2016 ACS 5-year estimates

Date collected between:
January 1, 2012 and December 21, 2018

Data for areas with populations of 65,000 +

Data for areas with populations of 20,000 +

Data for areas with populations of 20,000 +

Data for all areas

Smallest sample size

Smallest sample size

Larger sample size than 1-year

Largest sample size

Less reliable than 3-year or 5-year

Less reliable than 5-year

More reliable than 1-year; less reliable than 5-year

Most reliable

Most current data

Most current data

Less current than 1-year estimates; more current
than 5-year estimates

Least Current

Annually released 2005-present

Annually released 2014-present

Annually released 2007-2013

Annually released 2009-present

Best used when

Best used when

Best used when

Best used when

Currency is more important than precision

Analyzing large populations

Currency is more important than precision

Analyzing smaller populations

Examining smaller geographies because the
standard 1-year estimates are not available

More precise than the 1-year

Analyzing smaller populations

Examining smaller geographies because the
standard 1-year estimates are not available

Precision is more important than currency

Analyzing very small populations

Examining tracts and other smaller geographies
because 1-year estimates are not available

* ACS 3YEAR Estimates were discontinued in 2013




American Community Survey (ACS) Select Geographies

Central axis describes
a nesting relationship | —
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oting Listmats

I'raffic Analysis Zone

Subbamos

“

Cotnty Subdivisions

United States®

ensus

s Bureau

*Blocks not defined by population
*5mallest geographic level at which
data are released (Census, not ACS)
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Block Groups ~.
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Een;‘l.ls Blocks

Places -

AIANA/HHL* ———

(American Indian Areas/
Alaska MNative Areas/

Hawaiian home lands)

Urban Areas

Metropolitan Areas

Uregun Urban Growth Areas
State Legislative Districts

Alaska Mative Regional Corporations

* Cities and towns -- incorporated
* Census Designated Places (CDPs)

H"'*-\.

+ 1,200 - 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
* 480 - 3,200 housing units

—__ | * 600 - 3,000 population
+ 240 - 1,200 housing units




American Community Survey (ACS) Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS

A The ACS PUMS files enable data users to create custom estimates and te
that are not available through ACS gedulated data products.

AThe ACS PUMS files are a set of records from individual people or housin
units, with disclosure protection enabled so that individuals or housing uni
cannot be identified.

A The PUMS represents about twloirds of the responses collected in the AC!
a specific dyear or 5year period.

A There are two types of PUMS files, one for persons and one for housing L
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Tabulated
data

|
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Maryland

Label Estimate Margin of Error

i W Total: 3,098,870 +17,785

W Male: 1,565,561 +11,667

% Management, business, science, and arts occupations; 682,858 11,323

~ Management, business, and financial occupations: 286,831 7,906

Management occupations 195,401 6,483

Business and financial operations occupations 91,430 15,335

W Computer, engineering, and science occupations: 212,203 16,790

Computer and mathematical occupations 121,160 5,830

Architecture and engineering occupations 54,967 43,693

SERIALNO SPORDER ST SEX OCCP

2019HU0045422 < 24 1 4710

2019HU0045422 3 24 2 3

2015HU0045422 6 24 2 9

2019HU0045644 1 24 1 2100

2019HU0045764 1 24 2 5740

2019HU0045764 2 24 1 1031

2019HU0046210 1 24 1 150
A1 0LIN INNASDIN | 2A | ET7AN |

data.census.gov
Aggregated tables for a geography:

aLy Hamdp AY al NE
worked in computer and
YFHGKSYLFO0AOFKE 200

Microdata Access Tool (MDAT

Microdata (a set of edited survey
responses):

G¢KAa YIES Ay al
RSOSTt 2 LIS N




ACS Tabulated Data and Microdata

Napa County, CaliforniawWorking
Age Population (18 to 64)
Without a High School Credentis

ACS tabhulated datat2,158
ACS microdatall, 578
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